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(57) ABSTRACT

A flow cell device includes a body having a hollow bore in
which a liquid sample may reside. An electromagnetic beam
may be directed through the body and into the bore to irradiate
the liquid sample. The beam may be directed orthogonal to an
axis of the bore. A light ray produced as a result of the
irradiation may likewise be directed orthogonal to the bore
axis along the same plane as the beam, and received by a
detector. The body may be secured between a liquid inlet
structure and a liquid outlet structure.
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1
LIGHT SCATTERING FLOW CELL DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to flow cells uti-
lized for handling liquid samples to be irradiated by a light
source in the course of performing light scattering techniques,
and to apparatus, systems and methods utilizing such flow
cells.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Light scattering techniques typically utilize a flow cell
constructed from an optically transmitting material such as
glass. The flow cell is configured to enable passage of a liquid
sample through a bore formed in the solid material of the flow
cell. A laser beam is directed through the solid material into
the bore where it irradiates the liquid sample residing therein.
In response to this irradiation, light rays propagate from the
bore through the solid material at various angles. One or more
light detectors situated external to the flow cell receive the
light rays and typically convert the optical signal into an
electrical or digital signal, which is thereafter processed and
conditioned by electronics as needed to derive information
regarding the analytes contained in the irradiated liquid
sample.

Two commonly utilized light detectors are a static light
detector and a dynamic light detector. The static light detector
operates on the principle of light scattering intensity measure-
ment (or static scattering, or Rayleigh scattering). The light
intensity scattered by a molecule in solution that is small
compared with the wavelength of the incident laser beam is
proportional to the concentration multiplied by the molecular
weight. Thus, for example, if the concentration of the mol-
ecules in solution is known or is measured during the analysis
process, the molecular weight averages and distributions can
be determined. The dynamic light detector operates on the
principle of dynamic light scattering measurement (or quasi-
elastic light scattering, or photon correlation spectroscopy).
In dynamic light scattering detection, the translational diffu-
sion coefficient of the molecules moving randomly in the
solution is calculated from the autocorrelation function of the
scattered light. These very small signal values may be col-
lected by utilizing a solid state photon counter such as an
avalanche photodiode and autocorrelator electronics incorpo-
rating high-speed digital signal processors. From the diffu-
sion constant, the hydrodynamic radius can be calculated by
utilizing the Stokes-Einstein equation.

An ongoing need exists for improvements in the design of
flow cells utilized in light scattering processes. Such improve-
ments include, for example, miniaturization so that the flow
cell may be successfully utilized in a wide range of analytical
systems such as various types of chromatography systems, as
well as enhanced performance (e.g., signal-to-noise ratio,
data resolution, instrument sensitivity, etc.). In addition, the
flow cell and its corresponding components should be
designed so as to be flexible and versatile to meet the needs of
a wide variety of light scattering processes.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To address the foregoing problems, in whole or in part,
and/or other problems that may have been observed by per-
sons skilled in the art, the present disclosure provides meth-
ods, processes, systems, apparatus, instruments, and/or
devices, as described by way of example in implementations
set forth below.
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According to one implementation, a flow cell device
includes a solid, optically transmitting flow cell body, a liquid
inlet structure and a liquid outlet structure. The flow cell body
includes an outer surface and has a hollow bore. The hollow
bore includes a liquid inlet end opening at the outer surface,
and a liquid outlet end opening at the outer surface at a
location axially opposite to the liquid inlet end. The liquid
inlet structure includes a first protruding section contacting
the liquid inlet end and extending to the hollow bore. The
liquid inlet structure has a liquid inlet port formed in the first
protruding section and fluidly communicating with the hol-
low bore. The liquid outlet structure includes a second pro-
truding section contacting the liquid outlet end and extending
into the hollow bore. The liquid outlet structure has a liquid
outlet port formed in the second protruding section and flu-
idly communicating with the hollow bore.

According to another implementation, a flow cell device
includes a solid, optically transmitting flow cell body, a laser
source, and a light detector. The flow cell body has a central
axis. The flow cell body includes a flat liquid inlet surface
orthogonal to the central axis and having a circular perimeter,
aflat liquid outlet surface parallel with the liquid inlet surface
and having a circular perimeter, and a sidewall axially extend-
ing from the perimeter of the liquid inlet surface to the perim-
eter of the liquid outlet surface. The sidewall has a spherical
outer profile. The flow cell body further has a hollow bore
formed through the flow cell body along the central axis. The
laser source is oriented relative to the flow cell body so as to
direct a laser beam along a central plane of the flow cell body
and through the hollow bore, the central plane being orthogo-
nal to the central axis. The light detector is oriented relative to
the flow cell body so as to receive a light ray propagating from
the hollow bore and along the central plane.

According to another implementation, a flow cell device
includes a solid, optically transmitting flow cell body, a
mounting member, and one or more light detectors. The flow
cell body includes a spherical outer surface. The flow cell
body has a central axis, a hollow bore formed through the flow
cell body along the central axis, and a central plane orthogo-
nal to the central axis. The mounting member includes a
curved surface facing the flow cell body and parallel with the
spherical outer surface. The mounting member has a plurality
of radial mounting bores opening at the curved surface. The
radial mounting bores have respective mounting bore axes
collinear with respective radii extending from the hollow bore
along the central plane at different angles relative to the
central axis.

According to another implementation, a method for mak-
ing a light-scattering measurement of a liquid sample is pro-
vided. The liquid sample is introduced into a hollow bore of a
solid, optically transmitting flow cell body, the hollow bore
being oriented along a central axis. An electromagnetic beam
is directed through the flow cell body and into the hollow bore
along a central plane of the flow cell body orthogonal to the
central axis, to irradiate the liquid sample and produce a light
ray. The light ray is directed along the central plane away
from the hollow bore. The light ray is received at a light
detector positioned external to the flow cell body.

According to another method, a flow cell body is
assembled between a liquid inlet structure and a liquid outlet
structure, by contacting a first protruding section of the liquid
inlet structure with a liquid inlet end of the hollow bore and
contacting a second protruding section of the liquid outlet
structure with a liquid outlet end of the hollow bore.

According to another method, a plurality of light detectors
is mounted to a plurality of radial mounting bores of a mount-
ing member. The mounting member includes a curved surface
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facing the flow cell body and parallel with a spherical outer
surface portion of the flow cell body. The radial mounting
bores open at the curved surface and have respective mount-
ing bore axes collinear with respective radii extending from
the hollow bore along the central plane at different angles
relative to the central axis.

Other devices, apparatus, systems, methods, features and
advantages of the invention will be or will become apparent to
one with skill in the art upon examination of the following
figures and detailed description. It is intended that all such
additional systems, methods, features and advantages be
included within this description, be within the scope of the
invention, and be protected by the accompanying claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention can be better understood by referring to the
following figures. The components in the figures are not
necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon
illustrating the principles of the invention. In the figures, like
reference numerals designate corresponding parts throughout
the different views.

FIG. 1 is a view of a solid, polished glass sphere, which is
provided to illustrate an example of how the flow cell of the
present invention may be fabricated.

FIG. 2 isaview of an example of a flow cell according to an
implementation of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a top view of the flow cell illustrated in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a view of an example of a flow cell similar to FIG.
2 but in which a liquid sample holder is inserted.

FIG. 5 is an elevation view of an example of a flow cell
holder in accordance with an implementation of the present
invention.

FIG. 6A is a top plan view of a bottom portion of the flow
cell holder illustrated in FIG. 5.

FIG. 6B is a close-up view corresponding to detail A of
FIG. 6A.

FIG. 6C s a cross-sectional side view of the bottom portion
illustrated in FIG. 6A.

FIG. 6D is a close-up view corresponding to detail K in
FIG. 6C.

FIG. 7A is a bottom plan view of a top portion of the flow
cell holder illustrated in FIG. 5.

FIG. 7B is a perspective view of the top portion illustrated
in FIG. 7A.

FIG. 7C is a cross-sectional side view of the top portion
illustrated in FIG. 7A.

FIG. 7D is a cross-sectional close-up view corresponding
to detail B of FIG. 7C.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional elevation view of a flow cell
installed between the top portion and the bottom portion of
the flow cell holder illustrated in FIG. 5.

FIG. 9 is an exploded, perspective view of an example of a
light scattering and detection assembly in accordance with an
implementation of the present invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a detector mounting
member in accordance with an implementation of the present
invention, in which five static detectors are mounted.

FIG. 11 illustrates the same detector mounting member as
in FIG. 10, but with a single dynamic detector mounted at one
of the mounting bores provided with the detector mounting
member.

FIG. 12 illustrates another example of a detector mounting
member adapted to receive at least one dynamic detector and
up to six static detectors.

FIG. 13 illustrates another example of a detector mounting
member adapted to receive up to fifteen static detectors.
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FIG. 14 is an exploded, perspective view of another
example of a static detector.

FIG. 15 schematically illustrates the collection optics
involved in acquiring data from a scattered light ray in accor-
dance with an implementation of the present invention.

FIG. 16 is an exploded, perspective view of an example of
a dynamic detector.

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of another example of a light
scattering and detection assembly in accordance with an
implementation of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a view of a solid sphere 100, which is provided to
illustrate an example of how the flow cell of the present
invention may be fabricated. The sphere 100 may be con-
structed from any suitable optically transmitting material
such as, for example, various glasses (e.g., fused silica). The
outer surface of the sphere 100 may be polished or otherwise
optimized for optical transmission. In the present example,
the sphere 100 has a diameter of approximately 35 mm
although in other examples the diameter may be greater or
less than 35 mm. A central section 102 of the sphere 100,
having a desired thickness about a given plane passing
through the center of the sphere 100 (a horizontal plane in the
present example), is machined out from the sphere 100 as
indicated by two parallel dashed lines in FIG. 1.

A flow cell 200 is formed as a result, as illustrated in FIG.
2. The flow cell 200 is generally shaped as a flat disc defined
by a flat top surface for flat liquid outlet surface) 202 of
circular area (thus having a circular perimeter), a flat bottom
surface for flat liquid inlet surface) 206 of circular area (thus
having a circular perimeter) parallel to the top surface 202,
and a circular sidewall 210 between the top surface 202 and
the bottom surface 206. The sidewall 210 retains the spherical
outer profile of the sphere 100 from which the flow cell 200 is
formed, and extends from the perimeter of the flat bottom
surface (liquid inlet surface) 206 to the perimeter of the flat
top surface (liquid outlet surface) 202. In the present example,
the thickness of the flow cell 200 (in the present example, in
the vertical direction from the top surface 202 to the bottom
surface 206) is approximately 5 mm although in other
examples may be greater or less than 5 mm. As also illustrated
in FIG. 2, the center of the flow cell 200 is then drilled out to
form a cylindrical, hollow central bore 214 of precise dimen-
sions. In the present example, the central bore 214 has a
diameter of approximately 3 mm although in other examples
the diameter may be greater or less than 3 mm. The flat top
surface (liquid outlet surface) 202 and flat bottom surface
(liquid inlet surface) 206 are orthogonal to the central axis of
the central bore 214. The central bore 214 has opposing axial
ends that open at the respective top surface 202 and bottom
surface 206. One end serves as a liquid inlet into the central
bore 214 and the other end serves as a liquid outlet from the
central bore 214.

In use, a liquid sample containing analytes of interest is
flowed through the central bore 214 of the flow cell 200 as
indicated by an arrow 218. With the flow cell 200 oriented as
illustrated in FIG. 2, the direction of liquid flow 218 is vertical
and upward, although the direction of liquid flow 218 may be
different when the flow cell 200 is oriented differently. While
the liquid sample resides in the central bore 214, alaser beam
is directed along a direction orthogonal to the axis of the
central bore 214, which in the present example is a horizontal
direction as indicated by an arrow 222. As illustrated in FIG.
3, which is a top view of the flow cell 200, the irradiation of
the liquid sample by the laser beam 222 results in the scatter-
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ing of light in various directions as indicated by arrows 326.
Thelight rays 326 may be detected by appropriate light detec-
tors positioned externally to the flow cell 200. The theories
and mechanisms relating to light scattering and the detection
of the photons represented by the resulting light rays 326 are
generally understood by persons skilled in the art and thus
need not be detailed herein. It will be noted, however, that in
the present invention the propagations of the scattered light
rays 326 to be detected are centered about the same plane as
the plane along which the laser beam 222 is propagated and,
like the laser beam 222, the scattered light rays 326 are thus
orthogonal to the direction of liquid flow. It can be seen that
the flow cell 200 is configured to enable scattered light to be
detected over a wide range of angles. In one example, a
plurality of external detectors (e.g., nineteen or thereabouts)
may be provided to cover an angular range of detection from
20 to 150 degrees relative to the laser beam 222. It will be
understood that in other examples the range of detection may
be extended to values less than 20 degrees and/or greater than
150 degrees relative to the laser beam 222.

The outer surfaces of the flow cell 200 may be coated with
an anti-reflection coating to minimize internal reflection of
the laser beam 222 and the scattered light rays 326 back into
the body of the flow cell 200. Moreover, the curvature of the
sidewall 210 of the flow cell 200 assists in focusing the
incoming laser beam 222 and the outgoing scattered light rays
326. The laser source may include optics to further enable a
controlled focus of the laser beam 222, and the external detec-
tors may likewise include optics to focus the scattered light
rays 326 in a desired manner.

FIG. 4 is a view of the flow cell 200 similar to FIG. 2 but
differs in that a test tube, cuvette or like liquid sample holder
414 has been inserted into the central bore 214 of the flow cell
200. Hence, as an alternative to operating as a flow-through
device, the flow cell 200 may be adapted to make batch
measurements of liquid samples. A refractive index matching
liquid may be located annularly between the outer surface of
the liquid sample holder 414 and the inner surface of the
central bore 214 to reduce the effects of undesired scattering
and refraction at the interface. As a further alternative, batch
measurements may be made without the use of the cuvette
414 by flowing a slug of liquid sample through the central
bore 214 and then stopping the flow, after which time the laser
beam 222 is activated and the optical signals from the result-
ing scattered light rays 326 are acquired. Batch measurements
are particularly useful in cases where the analytes of interest
are precious and recovery (without dilution) after analysis is
imperative.

FIG. 5 is an elevation view of an example of a flow cell
holder 500 that may be utilized to support the flow cell 200 in
precise optical alignment with a laser beam and light detec-
tors, for example, with the laser beam passing exactly
through, and orthogonal to, the central axis of the central bore
of the flow cell, and with the light detectors positioned to
receive the scattered light rays along the same plane as the
laser beam. Here, the term “orthogonal” encompasses “sub-
stantially orthogonal.” This applies in particular to the laser
beam. To reduce the effects of reflected light passing back
into the laser and disturbing the monitor photodiode, it is
often desirable to direct the laser at a very small angle to the
normal so that back reflections propagate away from the axis
of laser beam propagation.

The flow cell holder 500 generally includes a base or bot-
tom portion 502 and a top portion 506 separated by one or
more spacers 510. The flow cell (not shown) is securely
installed between the top portion 506 and the bottom portion
502 in a sandwiched or stacked arrangement. The number of
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spacers 510 and their dimensions are minimized so as to
maximize the amount of the sidewall 210 of the flow cell 200
accessible by external light detectors, thereby enabling scat-
tered light to be detected over a wide range of angles. In the
illustrated example, the two opposing spacers 510 may serve
as fixtures for mounting a laser source and a laser dump (not
shown). The bottom portion 502 may serve as a liquid inlet
structure by providing a liquid inlet path to the central bore
214 of the flow cell 200 and the top portion 506 may serve as
aliquid outlet structure by providing a liquid outlet path from
the central bore 214 of the flow cell 200, or vice versa.

FIG. 6A is a top plan view of the bottom portion 502 ofthe
flow cell holder 500, FIG. 6B is a close-up view correspond-
ing to detail A of FIG. 6A, FIG. 6C is a cross-sectional side
view of the bottom portion 502, and FIG. 6D is a close-up
view corresponding to detail K in FIG. 6C. The bottom por-
tion 502 may have a top surface 602 that faces the bottom
surface 206 ofthe flow cell 200. One or more liquid inlet ports
606 are formed at the top surface 602 and may be offset from
the central axis of the bottom portion 502. The inlet port 606
may fluidly communicate with a liquid conduit on the oppos-
ing side of the top surface 602. Incoming liquid sample may
be flowed to the liquid conduit via appropriate fittings, tubing
(e.g., HPLC tubing) or the like. The inlet port 606 may be
formed in or near a protruding section 610 that projects
upward from the top surface 602. The protruding section 610
may have a cavity 612 facing the hollow bore 214 of the flow
cell 200. The cavity 612 may have a conical, domed, or other
inclined or curved shape. A plurality of radial grooves 614
may be formed in the protruding section 610. In the illustrated
example, there are three radial grooves 614 angled 120
degrees from each other, effectively splitting the protruding
section 610 into three sections. Each groove 614 may fluidly
communicate with the inlet port 606 (or a corresponding inlet
port 606 if more than one is provided). Incoming liquid
sample flows from the inlet port(s) 606, through the grooves
614 and into the hollow bore 214 of the flow cell 200. The
structural configuration of the liquid inlet, including the split-
ting of the inlet flow into three initially separate streams,
produces a laminar liquid flow path into the central bore 214
of the flow cell 200. The laminar flow is optimal for optics-
based measurements of the liquid sample. The inlet port 606
and the protruding section 610 may be surrounded by a cir-
cular groove 618 that positions an elastomeric seal (e.g., a
PTFE gasket, not shown). When assembled, the seal is seated
at the central bore 214 and seals the interface between the
bottom portion 502 and the flow cell 200 to provide a liquid-
tight seal. A circular channel 622 may also be formed in the
bottom portion 502 and communicate with liquid drain ports
626 in case leaking occurs.

FIG. 7A is a bottom plan view of the top portion 506 of the
flow cell holder 500, FIG. 7B is a perspective view of the top
portion 506, FIG. 7C is a cross-sectional side view of the top
portion 506, and FIG. 7D is a cross-sectional close-up view
corresponding to detail B of FIG. 7C. The top portion 506
may have a bottom surface 702 that faces the top surface 202
of'the flow cell 200. A liquid outlet port 706 is formed at the
bottom surface 702. The outlet port 706 may fluidly commu-
nicate with a liquid conduit on the opposing side of the bottom
surface 702. Outgoing liquid sample may be flowed to the
liquid conduit via appropriate fittings, tubing (e.g., HPLC
tubing) or the like. The outlet port 706 may be formed in a
protruding section 710 (e.g., a nipple) that projects downward
from the bottom surface 702. The protruding section 710 may
have a cavity 712 facing the hollow bore 214 of the flow cell
200. The cavity 712 may have a conical, domed, or other
inclined or curved shape. A circular seal (not shown) may be
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positioned around the protruding section 710. When
assembled, the seal is seated at the central bore 214 ofthe flow
cell 200 and seals the interface between the top portion 506
and the flow cell 200 to provide a liquid-tight seal. It will be
noted that the top portion 506 and/or the bottom portion 502
of the flow cell holder 500 may be adapted as needed to
accommodate the use of a liquid sample holder 414 for batch
operations such as described above in conjunction with FIG.
4.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional elevation view of the flow cell
200 installed between the top portion 506 and the bottom
portion 502 of the flow cell holder 500. The respective pro-
truding sections 710 and 610 of the top portion 506 and the
bottom portion 502 project into the central bore 214 of the
flow cell 200. The protruding sections 710 and 610 serve at
least three advantageous functions. First, the protruding sec-
tions 710 and 610 assist in ensuring that the central bore 214
of the flow cell 200, upon the flow cell 200 being clamped
between the top portion 506 and the bottom portion 502, will
be centered relative to the top portion 506 and the bottom
portion 502 in a repeatable manner. Thus, the volume of
liquid sample residing in the central bore 214, from one test
run to another test run, will likewise be centered and in proper
optical alignment with and distance from the laser source and
the light detectors. Second, the protruding sections 710 and
610 reduce the volume of the central bore 214, thereby mini-
mizing the volume of the liquid sample to be irradiated.
Consequently, mixing within the volume of the central bore
214 is minimized, which in turn produces narrower peaks and
higher resolution in the acquired data as appreciated by per-
sons skilled in the art. Third, each protruding section 710 and
610 has a respective cavity 712 and 612 defined by inclined or
curved walls. Thus, at the liquid inlet, the cavity 612 of the
protruding section 610 enables incoming liquid to gradually
decelerate, and at the liquid outlet, the cavity 712 of the
protruding section 710 enables exiting liquid to gradually
accelerate. This configuration reduces turbulence and conse-
quently band broadening, which is a significant advantage for
high resolution instruments.

FIG. 9 is an exploded, perspective view of an example of a
light scattering and detection assembly 900 that may include
the flow cell 200 and flow cell holder 500. The flow cell 200
is clamped between the top portion 506 and the bottom por-
tion 502 in a self-aligning manner as described above, with
seal rings 906 and 902 providing sealed interfaces between
the flow cell 200 and the respective top portion 506 and
bottom portion 502. The stacked arrangement of the top por-
tion 506, flow cell 200 and bottom portion 502 may be
secured in any suitable manner, one example being the illus-
trated pattern of threaded members 910. Suitable liquid inlet
plumbing 914 and liquid outlet plumbing 918 (fittings, con-
duits, etc.) may be coupled to the bottom portion 502 and the
top portion 506 as needed. A laser source 922 and an opposing
laser dump 926 may be mounted to the spacers 510 in proper
orthogonal (or substantially orthogonal) alignment with the
central axis of the central bore 214 (FIG. 2) of the flow cell
200.

One or more detector mounting members 930 and 932 may
be mounted in the circumferential space radially between the
laser source 922 and the laser dump 926. In the illustrated
example, two semi-circular or half-ring shaped detector
mounting members 930 and 932 are secured to the flow cell
holder 500 by suitable fastening means such as threaded
members 936. Each detector mounting member 930 and 932
has a plurality of mounting bores 940 oriented radially rela-
tive to the central. axis of the flow cell 200, and at desired
angles relative to the laser beam emitted by the laser source
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922. The mounting bores 940 may open at a curved surface of
the mounting member 930 or 932 that faces toward and is
parallel with the spherical sidewall 210 (FIG. 2) of the flow
cell 200. The mounting bores 940 are configured to inter-
changeably receive at least two types of light detectors, static
detectors 944 and dynamic detectors 948. By interchangeable
is meant that any one mounting bore 940 may receive either a
static detector 944 or a dynamic detector 948 as desired. In the
illustrated example, five static detectors 944 are mounted to
one detector mounting member 930 (one static detector 944
positioned ninety degrees away from the laser axis, two static
detectors 944 positioned less than ninety degrees, and two
static detectors 944 positioned greater than ninety degrees)
and one dynamic detector 948 is mounted to the other detector
mounting member 932 ninety degrees away from the laser
axis. The number of static detectors 944 and dynamic detec-
tors 948, as well as their angular positions along the central
plane of the flow cell 200, may be varied. Accordingly, a
number of different detecting configurations are possible.
Each detector mounting member 930 and 932 is configured so
as to offer a number of different configurations. Additional
configurations are made possible by replacing one or both
illustrated detector mounting members 930 and 932 with
other detector mounting members having more or less mount-
ing bores 940 and mounting bores 940 located at angles
different from those illustrated in FIG. 9. In all such configu-
rations, the respective optical inlets of the as-mounted detec-
tors 944 and/or 948 are optically aligned with radii directed
from the center of the flow cell 200 and lying in the same
central plane (horizontal in the present example) in which the
laser beam propagates. Thus, the as-mounted detectors 944
and/or 948 are positioned to receive scattered light rays 326
(FIG. 3) propagating along corresponding radii orthogonal to
the central axis of the hollow bore 214 of the flow cell 200
and, in the case of a flow-through operation, orthogonal to the
velocity vector of the flowing liquid sample. By this configu-
ration, optical detection is independent of the fluid velocity
vector.

Accordingly, additional examples of detector mounting
members are illustrated in FIGS. 10-13. FIG. 10 illustrates a
detector mounting member 1030 in which five static detectors
944 are mounted. Each static detector 944 may include a
housing 952 containing optics and the detector element (e.g.,
a photodiode), and a cover plate 956 that includes a desired
fitting such as an SMA connector. FIG. 11 illustrates the same
detector mounting member 1030 as in FIG. 10, but with a
single dynamic detector 948 mounted at one of the mounting
bores 940. The dynamic detector 948 may include a housing
1152 containing optics and the detector element (e.g., a pho-
todiode), and another housing 1156 containing a collimator
lens. In the example of FIG. 11, the other radial mounting
bores 940 are not being utilized and thus may be covered with
detachable covers 1160. FIG. 12 illustrates another detector
mounting member 1230 adapted to receive at least one
dynamic detector 948 and up to six static detectors 944. FIG.
13 illustrates another detector mounting member 1330
adapted to receive up to fifteen static detectors 944.

FIG. 14 is an exploded, perspective view of another
example of a static detector 1444. The static detector 1444
includes two or more housing portions 1452, 1456 and 1458.
A collimator lens 1462 is positioned so as to face the curved
sidewall of the flow cell and receive a scattered light ray
therefrom. A focusing lens 1466 is positioned at a distance
from the collimator lens 1462 along the optical axis, and may
be followed by an aperture 1470 that may be adjustable as
needed for focusing the static detector 1444 on the center of
the flow cell. A photodiode 1474 serves as the detecting
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element that collects the optical signals propagating from the
flow cell along the optical axis of this static detector 1444.

FIG. 15 schematically illustrates the collection optics
involved in acquiring data from a scattered light ray 326.
Included in FIG. 15 are one half of the flow cell 200 and the
collimator lens 1462 and focusing lens 1466 of the static
detector. As the light ray 326 propagates radially outward
from the central bore 214 of the flow cell 200, it disperses
somewhat in a conical solid angle. Because the sidewall 210
(i.e., the solid-air interface) of the flow cell 200 is spherical,
the light ray 326 will emanate in a direction normal to this
curved surface 210, i.e., the light ray 326 will not bend or
otherwise be adversely affected by the sidewall 210. The light
ray 326 is then collimated by the collimator lens 1462, and
subsequently focused by the focusing lens 1466 onto the
photodiode or other detecting element of the detector. [tagain
can be seen that the optical signal 326 produced by the scat-
tering effect of the flow cell 200 propagates along the same
plane as the laser beam, and like the laser beam is orthogonal
to the axis of the central bore. Moreover, the light ray 326
even as it spreads out in a solid angle remains centered about
the same plane along which all detector optics are aligned,
thereby ensuring a strong detection signal. In the case of a
flow-through operation, the laser beam is orthogonal to the
direction of the velocity of the liquid sample flow. By this
configuration, the acquisition of optical data is independent of
the flow velocity, which minimizes artifacts in the data par-
ticularly in the case of dynamic detectors. In addition, the
polarization of the laser beam is perpendicular to the plane of
detection, thereby ensuring a strong detection signal.

FIG. 16 is an exploded, perspective view of an example of
a dynamic detector 1648. The dynamic detector 1648
includes a lower mirror assembly 1680 that receives incom-
ing scattered light rays via the mounting bore of the detector
mounting member. The lower mirror assembly 1680 includes
a mirror 1682. An upper mirror assembly 1684 is coupled to
the lower mirror assembly 1680. An optical fiber carrier
assembly 1686 is mounted in the upper mirror assembly 1684
in alignment with a slit 1688. A top cover 1690 is clamped to
the upper mirror assembly 1684 and has a bore through which
the connector of the optical fiber carrier assembly 1686 may
protrude. The mounting and positioning of the optical fiber
carrier assembly 1686 may be biased by a disc spring 1692.

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of another example of a light
scattering and detection assembly 1700, which includes a
laser assembly 1722 adapted for high-temperature opera-
tions. The laser assembly 1722 includes an extension tube
1772 that in practice extends through the insulated wall of an
oven. The extension tube 1772 may be constructed from a
material having a low coefficient of thermal expansion such
as, for example, Invar alloy, which is an iron-nickel alloy
containing 40-50% nickel. The laser assembly 1722 may be
supported by one or more brackets. Accordingly, the flow
c-ell 200 (FIG. 9) in this example is positioned within the
oven while delicate components of the laser assembly 1722
are located outside of the oven. Sensitive components of the
detectors 944 may also be located outside of the oven and may
receive the optical signals from the flow cell 200 via optical
fibers. This configuration is useful for studying molecules
that require an elevated temperature such as, for example,
140° C. For instance, many polymers such as polyethylene
and polypropylene are soluble only at elevated temperatures
and thus it is necessary to heat the polymers to separate them
by column chromatography. Also, the viscosity of some sol-
vents is too high to permit chromatographic techniques to be
utilized unless the viscosity is reduced by elevating the tem-
perature of the solvent. Additional details regarding the high-
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temperature laser assembly 1722, as employed in another
light-scattering context, are disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,701,
176, the content of which is incorporated herein in its entirety.

In general, terms such as “communicate” and “in . . .
communication with” (for example, a first component “com-
municates with” or “is in communication with” a second
component) are used herein to indicate a structural, func-
tional, mechanical, electrical, signal, optical, magnetic, elec-
tromagnetic, ionic or fluidic relationship between two or
more components or elements. As such, the fact that one
component is said to communicate with a second component
is not intended to exclude the possibility that additional com-
ponents may be present between, and/or operatively associ-
ated or engaged with, the first and second components.

It will be understood that various aspects or details of the
invention may be changed without departing from the scope
of'the invention. Furthermore, the foregoing description is for
the purpose of illustration only, and not for the purpose of
limitation—the invention being defined by the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A flow cell device, comprising:

a solid flow cell body constructed entirely of an optically
transmitting material and comprising an outer surface
and a hollow bore oriented along a central axis, the outer
surface comprising:

a circular liquid inlet surface orthogonal to the central
axis;

a circular liquid outlet surface orthogonal to the central
axis and parallel to the liquid inlet surface; and

a sidewall extending between the liquid inlet surface and
the liquid outlet surface and coaxially surrounding the
hollow bore,

wherein the hollow bore comprises a liquid inlet end on
the central axis at the liquid inlet surface and a liquid
outlet end on the central axis at the liquid outlet sur-
face;

a liquid inlet structure facing the liquid inlet surface and
comprising a first protruding section contacting the liq-
uid inlet end and extending through the liquid inlet end
into the hollow bore, the liquid inlet structure having a
liquid inlet port formed in the first protruding section
and fluidly communicating with the hollow bore; and

a liquid outlet structure facing the liquid outlet surface and
comprising a second protruding section contacting the
liquid outlet end and extending through the liquid outlet
end into the hollow bore, the liquid outlet structure hav-
ing a liquid outlet port formed in the second protruding
section and fluidly communicating with the hollow bore.

2. The flow cell device of claim 1, wherein the liquid inlet
structure has a plurality of radial grooves formed in the first
protruding section, the plurality of radial grooves extending
radially relative to the central axis and fluidly communicating
with the hollow bore, and the liquid inlet port is positioned in
fluid communication with the radial grooves.

3. The flow cell device of claim 1, wherein the first pro-
truding section has a first cavity facing the hollow bore such
that a cross-sectional area of the first cavity increases in the
direction of the hollow bore, and the second protruding sec-
tion has a second cavity facing the hollow bore such that a
cross-sectional area of the second cavity decreases in the
direction away from the hollow bore.

4. The flow cell device of claim 1, wherein the sidewall has
a spherical outer profile.

5. The flow cell device of claim 1, further comprising a
laser source oriented relative to the flow cell body so as to
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direct a laser beam along a central plane of the flow cell body
and through the hollow bore, the central plane being orthogo-
nal to the central axis.

6. The flow cell device of claim 5, wherein the hollow bore
establishes a liquid flow path along the central axis from the
liquid inlet port to the liquid outlet port, and the laser source
is configured to direct the laser beam orthogonally relative to
the liquid flow path.

7. The flow cell device of claim 1, further comprising one
or more light detectors oriented relative to the flow cell body
s0 as to receive one or more light rays propagating from the
hollow bore and along a central plane of the flow cell body
and through the hollow bore, the central plane being orthogo-
nal to the central axis.

8. The flow cell device of claim 7, wherein the hollow bore
establishes a liquid flow path along the central axis from the
liquid inlet port to the liquid outlet port, and the one or more
light rays received by the one or more light detectors propa-
gate orthogonally relative to the liquid flow path.

9. The flow cell device of claim 7, wherein the one or more
light detectors are oriented at angles ranging from 20 to 150
degrees relative to the laser beam.

10. The flow cell device of claim 1, further comprising a
liquid sample holder removably inserted in the hollow bore.

11. The flow cell device of claim 1, wherein the flow cell
body comprises a central plane orthogonal to the central axis,
and at least a portion of the outer surface is spherical, and
further comprising a mounting member, the mounting mem-
ber comprising a curved surface facing the flow cell body and
parallel with the spherical outer surface portion, and a plural-
ity of radial mounting bores opening at the curved surface, the
radial mounting bores having respective mounting bore axes
collinear with respective radii extending from the hollow bore
along the central plane at different angles relative to the
central axis.

12. The flow cell device of claim 11, further comprising
one or more light detectors mounted at one or more of the
radial mounting bores, each light detector including an opti-
cal inlet aligned with a corresponding radius extending along
the central plane.

13. The flow cell device of claim 12, further comprising a
laser source oriented relative to the flow cell body so as to
direct a laser beam along the central plane and through the
hollow bore.
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14. The flow cell device of claim 12, wherein the one or
more light detectors include a static light detector and a
dynamic light detector.

15. The flow cell device of claim 1, wherein the liquid inlet
structure is secured to the liquid outlet structure by a fastener
and the flow cell body is clamped between the liquid inlet
structure and the liquid outlet structure.

16. A method for making a light-scattering measurement of
a liquid sample, the method comprising:

introducing the liquid sample into the hollow bore of the

flow cell device of claim 1;
directing an electromagnetic beam through the flow cell
body and into the hollow bore along a central plane of
the flow cell body orthogonal to the central axis, to
irradiate the liquid sample and produce a light ray;
directing the light ray along the central plane away from the
hollow bore; and

receiving the light ray at a light detector positioned along

the central plane and external to the flow cell body.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein introducing the liquid
sample comprises flowing the liquid sample along a liquid
flow path from the liquid inlet port, through the hollow bore
and to the liquid outlet port, and wherein the electromagnetic
beam and the light ray propagate orthogonal to the liquid flow
path.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the sidewall is spheri-
cal, and directing the light ray includes passing the liquid ray
through the spherical sidewall.

19. A method for assembling the flow cell device of claim
1, comprising assembling the flow cell body between the
liquid inlet structure and the liquid outlet structure, by con-
tacting the first protruding section with the liquid inlet end
and contacting the second protruding section with the liquid
outlet end.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising mounting
a plurality of light detectors to a plurality of radial mounting
bores of a mounting member, the mounting member compris-
ing a curved surface facing the flow cell body and parallel
with a spherical outer surface portion of the flow cell body,
wherein the radial mounting bores open at the curved surface
and have respective mounting bore axes collinear with
respective radii extending from the hollow bore along a cen-
tral plane at different angles relative to a central axis orthogo-
nal to the central plane.
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